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Pontifical Mission
establishment and work today

 In 1949, after the Arab-Israeli War and the occupation of Palestine, Pope Pius XII 
founded the Pontifical Mission for Palestine (PMP) as his special agency for relief and 
development in the Middle East. The Pontiff entrusted its leadership and administration 
to the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) in New York, USA.  CNEWA was 
founded by Pope Pius XI in 1926 to support the work and activities of the Eastern churches 
in Northeast Africa, India and Eastern Europe. 

 PMP began implementing programs and projects through three regional offices in 
Beirut, Jerusalem and Amman. 

 After the 1967 war and the occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, with 
the blessing of Pope Paul VI, PMP began supporting a network of community-based 
organizations (CBOs) and Church-affiliated institutions throughout the Holy Land.  

 PMP works for, through 
and with the local churches, 
allocating donor funds for 
programs and projects that 
support the foundation of the 
church and community leaders 
in Palestine and Israel. The 
Amman Regional Office overees 
projects in Jordan and Iraq 
while the Beirut Regional Office 
overees projects in Lebanon, 
Syria and Egypt.

Caring for orphaned children in 1950Caring for orphaned children in 1950
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Forward 

Always attentive to our Catholic identity and 
the growing needs on the ground; in 2019, the 
Pontifical Mission in Jerusalem (PMP) continued to 
implement a wide variety of programs and projects 
that enhanced the work and service to the people of 
the Holy Land. 

Highlights from the 2019 year include:

The commemoration of PMP’s work 70-years on: 
On 18 June 2019, PMP commemorated 70 years of 
service in the Holy Land. The Apostolic Delegate 
to Jerusalem, Arch. Leopoldo Girelli, presided the 
celebration of the Eucharist at the Notre Dame of 
Jerusalem Center, followed by a brief presentation 
on PMP and its programs.

New survey on Christian youth to better understand 
the needs: During the year, PMP was actively involved 
in the preparation of a survey on the Christian 
youth in Jerusalem, a study commissioned by the 
Coordinating Catholic Aid Organizations (CCAO). A meeting was held to disseminate 
the information to all participating youth institutions and sub-committees were formed to 
follow up with practical recommendations for various interventions.
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New Educational Guidance program launch: PMP also launched the first well-designed 
educational guidance program at a number of schools in Jerusalem to help the youth make 
better educational choices, whether in their career fields or university of choice; based on 
their interests, skills and strengths rather than relying on grades. It also conducted a survey 
on the job market in Israel and especially in West Jerusalem, to improve the educational and 
career guidance program in the coming years.

Highlighting the mission’s work to the Vatican : During the year, His Eminence Cardinal 
Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation of Oriental Churches, His Excellency 
Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli, the Nuncio in Jerusalem as well as Monsignor Marco and 
Monsignor Thomas, visited PMP whereby the director and the staff made a presentation on 
the work of the mission.

Recognizing local challenges and uniting communities: On 20 September 2019, PMP held a 
conference on the challenges in the Palestinian curriculum - most importantly, the absence of 
historic events that show the diversity of the community, events that led to the formulation 
of diverse ethnic and religious groups, in addition to the absence of the Jewish and Christian 
history of Palestine. The conference was led by representatives in the local community and 
PMP partners, resulting in a series of meetings to help the Ministry of Education to effect 
change, while the church is revisiting religious education books. In addition, some gaps in 
education will be covered by the catechism programs.

Spreading hope, overcoming challenges and making a difference can be achieved only 
by joining efforts and working together hand in hand. PMP’s continued strength lies in 
our solid and strong partnerships both with our partner donors and with our partner local 
institutions. To both, we offer our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the wonderful 
cooperation throughout 2019. 

Joseph Hazboun 
Regional Director
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Country Brief Palestine
The Palestinian Authority did not follow through with the planned parliamentary 

elections, although Hamas agreed to participate in the elections, because Israel did not 
respond to the request of the PA that the East Jerusalem population would be allowed 
to vote in Jerusalem. It is common knowledge that this was a pretext by the PA to avoid 
elections currently.

The Israeli government continues to approve settlement expansion in the West Bank 
including land confiscation, and the expulsion of Palestinian residents. The population 
of settlers in West Bank settlements surged by more than 3% (or 463,353 people) in 2019, 
well above the growth rate of Israel’s overall population. There is an estimated 2.99 
million Palestinians living in the West Bank who are increasingly facing isolation; the 
Areas A and B’s borders hug tightly to the edge of densely-populated Palestinian cities, 
while Area C includes vast expanses of open space —which has been earmarked for the 
almost exclusive use of Israeli settlements.

Israel’s High Court of Justice issued an interim injunction ruling out cuts in the 
electricity supply to East Jerusalem, after Israel Electric Corporation initiated power cuts 
over unpaid debts from the Palestinian Authority and the Jerusalem District Electricity 
Company (JDECO). Thousands of East Jerusalem residents have experienced electricity 
cuts in 2019 which has disrupted power supply to households.

The UN Report published in 2012 indicated that Gaza would become unlivable 
by 2020. Gaza’s socioeconomic crisis is currently at breaking point; Gaza’s economy 
continues to deteriorate with high unemployment and limited job opportunities in 
addition to serious environmental issues and access restrictions at border crossings, 
thus putting Gaza on the trajectory of becoming unlivable.
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Country Brief Israel
The third election campaign in a year ended with no real difference 

in outcomes as the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
remains popular but is also being indicted with very serious crimes. 
His Likud party is the largest party in Israel– but the right-wing bloc 
has failed to secure a 61-seat majority to form a government. Voter 
turnout from the Arab citizens of Israel was at its highest since the 
1999 election, standing at 67 per cent, according to official results. 
Many young Arab Israelis took to the polls in response to ongoing 
discrimination and in protest of the “deal of the century” by US 
President Donald Trump.

Israel’s National Insurance Institute report indicated that 469,400 
families consisting of 1.8 million people live under the poverty line 
in 2018; some 841,000 are children (not including East Jerusalem 
poverty rates). Arab Israeli poverty rate also rose and remained much 
higher than the rest of the population, from 42.6% to 44.2%, which 
indicates different education and income discrepancies than the rest 
of the Israeli population.

The identity crisis and sense of alienation escalated within the 
Arab Israeli community after a detail in the U.S.’s Middle East 
peace plan included a land swap of the Arab villages in the Triangle 
area, annexing it to the future Palestinian state and denial of Israeli 
citizenship. The Triangle, a cluster of Israeli Arab towns and villages 
adjacent to the Green Line, is home to hundreds of thousands of Arab 
Israeli citizens.

Battir Spring and Roman Pool
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Strengthen Church and Community based organizations 

Pontifical Mission (PMP) is committed towards supporting a network of Church-affiliated 
institutions to develop and strengthen services and programs for the benefit of the people 
of the Holy Land. According to a study by Diyar Center, the Christian community in the 
Palestinian Territories, which constitute less than 2% of the total population, is responsible 
for over 45% of the total NGO sector such as schools, hospitals, social services, charitable 
societies and retirement homes. These institutions are operated under the careful guidance of 
the Sisters, Christian lay men and women and other administrations and provide a valuable 
service with Christian values at heart, to the population at large - Christian, Muslim and 
Jews, without distinction. They are essentially the “agents of evangelization” exemplifying 
Christian values - the essence the human values of dignity, tolerance, respect, acceptance, 
charity and equality. The 
exchange between services and 
beneficiary is profound, thus 
having a significant impact in 
the lives of the beneficiaries. 

Building resiliency of the Christian Communities 

PMP realizes the immediate threat to the indigenous Christian community in the Middle 
East region, most importantly in the Holy Land – the birthplace of Christianity. The agency 
gives special attention to pastoral formation and education among Christian children and 

USD 2.35 million

donor contributions and 
grants that supported PMP 

programs in 2019

110 projects

implemented in collaboration 
with local partners 
in Palestine & Israel

Pontifical Mission- Jerusalem Field Office

2019 Program Review
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youth, increasing the connection to the land and sense of belonging. PMP believes that by 
investing in the leadership skills among the youth today, children and youth will have the 
skills they need to be strong leaders in their communities. 

Provide systematic assistance to youth programs

PMP believes that children and youth require a different educational approach in 
and outside the classroom. We work to help cultivate a creative learning environment 
at kindergartens and schools as well as local youth 
institutions. It is important that children and 
youth are provided with the opportunity 
to develop essential critical and 
creative thinking skills, character 
and peer relationships at an early 
age. Essentially, more work is 
needed to enhance research and 
debate skills, providing the tools 
that promote a curiosity and 
will to read books and have a 
wide variety of joint activities 
for both boys and girls/ Muslims 
and Christians that tackle sensitive 
gender and religious issues.

44% 
of projects 

implemented in
the West Bank

15% 
of projects 

implemented in
Jerusalem

28% 
of projects 

implemented in
Gaza

13% 
of projects 

implemented in
Israel

Donor Contributions in 2019
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Provide assistance to children & youth
Within a span of three years, the extracurricular program has successfully combined 

capacity building training in strategic planning in addition to building support for creative 
youth programs that has reached a total of 24,056 Palestinian children and youth and 148 
Palestinian public and private schools. Palestinian children and youth have participated 
in: environmental awareness and protection activities and campaigns (through Palestinian 
Wildlife Society); reading and researching, storytelling and creative writing campaigns 
and activities (through Yabous, Al-Saraya Centre and PMECC), educational activities 
and tutoring in school subjects like English, Math and Arabic (through Saraya Centre); 
researching, debate and leadership training (through AFKAR and ROSMUN program); 
theatre and the arts (through Siwar and ASHTAR).

According to the project’s assessment study, the results indicated that the project:
• Reached a significant number of beneficiaries over the course of three years: children 

and youth (24,056) in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, where extracurricular 
programs are limited. – 

• Helped the school administration and teachers realize that rote learning is outdated 
and that there are alternative ways of learning and thinking ‘outside the box’. 

• Supported specific educational opportunities for young people to learn, will most likely 
be permanent: establishment of eco-clubs (with first smartphone App on local wildlife), 
debate clubs, reading groups and drama clubs at a number of the participating schools 
as well as the first reading competition among a number of schools in Bethlehem with 
the possibility of becoming a national reading competition over the next three years. 

• Helped strengthen the role of local partner institutions in the community and increase 
cooperation between them and other community representatives.
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Sharing experiences during 
the closing ceremony
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Rosary School
Model United Nations

Rosary School
Model United Nations

Ashtar Theatre
training session
Ashtar Theatre
training session

Palestine Wildlife Society
school exhibition

Palestine Wildlife Society
school exhibition

PMECC
creative English exercise

PMECC
creative English exercise
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Positive changes on beneficiary children: -
 When the project’s consultant who is a psychologist, asked the children and youth 
groups, “What does it mean when they say, “this project has changed them a lot?” “How is 
that?” or “What was so special in it?” Some of the responses were: 

 F.M. (17 years old from Terra Santa School - Beit Sahour): “Lately, they chose 
representatives from each school that began meeting at the institution. Afterwards, we chose 
younger students to participate in the project in order to establish an eco-club at school that 
is run by teachers and we lead it.” 

 D.A. (17 years old from a government school in Beit Sahour) who joined in the past 
year: “Today, I have a role in the group and I’m in charge of the media and photography. I 
somehow regret not having participated at the beginning of the project.”

 F.M. (16-year-old girl from Terra Santa School in Bethlehem) said: “I think that this 
project changed my personality, I became stronger. I guess that everyone who entered this 
project have gone through this change, I can feel it regarding my colleagues; we all discuss 
many topics together and are less shy”.

Background photo: Yabous Center - Story telling “hakawati”

No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 AFKAR for Educational & Cultural Development Ramallah Palestinian Debate Championship $29,194.00
2 Al-Saraya for Community Services Jerusalem  We are Jerusalemite and Proud $29,398.00
3 Arab Catholic Scouts Troop Jerusalem Youth leadership program $1,871.61
4 Arab Orthodox Union Club Jerusalem Support the scout leadership program $2,500.00
5 Ashtar theatre Jerusalem Enhancing Acceptance through Theatre $13,032.00
6 Asrar Kayyal Jerusalem M&E for  Children program at Schools $4,370.00
7 Bethlehem Municipality Bethlehem Subsidize the Marie Doty children activities $45,000.00
8 Bethlehem University Bethlehem Support the math week & other activities $2,422.19
9 Committee for Educational Guidance Jerusalem Provide educationalguidance for 10th graders $4,680.00
5 Council of the Arab Orthodox Church Gaza Capacity building in leadership for the scout troops $20,661.00
6 De La Salle School and Scout Troop Bethlehem Subsidize the scout exhibition $5,900.00

10 Greek Melkite Catholic Scouts Troop Jerusalem Support the leadership program $2,500.00
21 Latin Scout Troop Aboud Upgrade the scout troop center $9,600.00
23 Notre Dame Center Jerusalem Conference on Education/Curricula in schools $3,821.59
11 Our Lady of the Annunciation Melkite Society Jerusalem Support the remedial education program $23,006.00
12 Palestine Wildlife Society Beit Sahour We are the Environmental Youth of the Future $34,999.00
13 PM Cultural & Educational Center Bethlehem Educational activities in the learning process $12,804.00
14 Rosary Sisters School Jerusalem Support the ROSMUN program $35,720.00
15 Siwar for Culture & Arts Jerusalem  Upgrading students skills through arts & knowledge $24,848.00
16 Terra Santa School Jerusalem Support the  summer camp program $5,000.00
17 Terra Santa Scout Troop Bethlehem Subsdize leadership program $10,500.00
18 Yabous Cultural Center Jerusalem Motherland Project $36,375.00

TOTAL $358,202.39

Provide assistance to youth programs
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Psychosocial
evaluation session

Psychosocial
evaluation session

Al-Saraya Center
psychosocial activity

Al-Saraya Center
psychosocial activity

Yabous Cultural Center
Reading activity

Yabous Cultural Center
Reading activity
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AFKAR Educational & 
Cultural Center

Debate Forum final session

SIWAR Cultural Center
music program
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Provide greater opportunities to decent employment
Unemployment rate for young graduates in Gaza currently stands at 47 percent and the job 

market is highly competitive with thousands of people applying for a work opportunity. PMP’s 
Cash for Work and Training Employment Program, in partnership with Al-Ahli Arab 
Hospital, followed a cash-for-work scheme that provided on-the job training and a salary 
for unemployed high school and university graduates (both males and females) with four 
month to one-year contracts, over a three year period. The training curriculum devised by 
Al-Ahli Arab Hospital doctors, nurses and other staff included both theoretical and practical 
components, which according to the trainers and the trainees, helped expand valuable job 
skills and improved employability. The practicality of the on-the-job training element also 
provided trainees with “real life scenarios” working alongside hospital personnel and 
patients in addition sometimes difficult or stressful situations such as emergencies, which 
are frequently experienced by healthcare professionals working in high stressful work 
environments like hospitals. Doctor and nurse trainees also received additional on-the-job 
training from other healthcare providers in Gaza which also helped increase the number 
of hours gained for post-graduate training or residency – which is not accessible for most 
physicians in Gaza.

In total, the project has trained and employed 279 trainees; 20% of them were able to 
find temporary or permanent work after the project had ended. According to most trainees, 
the actual work experience at the hospital, and with the hospital staff and patients was an 
overall positive experience especially for female trainees, who felt that the program was 
empowering as it provided professional work experience and an income that supported 
their households.

No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 Al-Ahli Arab Hospital Gaza On the job training and employment $139,126.00
2 Arab Orthodox Cultural Center Gaza Employment for Christian Yotuh $20,020.00
3 YMCA Gaza Micro-business propgram for entrepreneurs $18,000.00

TOTAL $177,146.00

Create greater opportunities to decent employment
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Case Study
Al-Ahli Arab Hospital

Dr. Khalil El Kahlout, lives in Jabaliya Refugee Camp 
- one of the most overpopulated and impoverished 
camps in Gaza, with his six brothers and sisters and his 
parents. Khalil was successful in high school, earning 
a 93 percent on the Tawjihi exam (matriculation). 
Just six years into university, he finished his medical 
degree (M.B, Bch). Khalil returned to Gaza and 
completed a one-year internship, but it soon ended, 
and he began to job search like thousands of young 
graduates in Gaza. Khalil heard about the AAH Cash-
for-Work Training and was accepted in the program.
Over a one-year period, Khalil was trained and 
employed in all of the main departments at AAH 
including the ER, Operating Theatre, Inpatient 
Department, and Outpatient Clinic. During his tenure, 
Khalil discovered that he had a keen interest in the Ear, 
Nose and Throat (ENT) field and had devoted many 
training hours with the AAH ENT consultant.
Once completing the one-year training program at 
AAH, Khalil found a temporary  job at UNRWA with 
a promising salary of 1,800 USD/month; AAH has also 
offered a contract to Khalil to work part-time at the 
AAH when he is available. 
On his experience at AAH, Khalil said: “Thanks to my 
experience at AAH and the dedication of its staff, I 
discovered my chosen career path as an ENT doctor, 
and at the same time, acquiring a permanent job at 
Hamad Hospital. The program was a really fruitful 
experience and it has opened new doors for me, which 
I am grateful for”.
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Enhance and improve access to 
better public facilities 

PMP aims to help local community – based organizations (CBOs) in Israel and Palestine 
sustain services and programs for the public as many CBOs face problems such as severe 
financial constraints and fundraising capabilities, which further limits the ability to provide 
and sustain services in the long-term. With the support of donors, PMP provided financial 
support amounting to USD 714,476 for 26 local CBOs in 2019, that has enhanced and 
improved the facilities and services. 

Grants enabled these institutions to procure needed equipment and rehabilitation work. 
Projects included the procurement of equipment helped advance healthcare at hospitals 
and a clinic, enhance learning environments in kindergartens and school classrooms and 
supported remodeling of a local library in Bethlehem.

Rosary Sisters School, 
Gaza

New washing machines for 
the Creche in Bethlehem
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New equipment for the 
Maison du Sacre Coeur in Haifa

New student desks for the 
Greek Melkite Catholic School

 in Beit Sahour
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Inauguration of the 
rehabilitated premisses 

of the PM Educational & 
Cultural Center

Inauguration of the 
rehabilitated premisses 

of the PM Educational & 
Cultural Center
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Case Study
PMECC, Bethlehem

In the presence of dignitaries: 
Bethlehem University President 
Br. Peter Bray; Bethlehem 
Municipality Mayor Anton 
Salman; Director of Ministry 
of Education Directorate in 
Bethlehem, Ms. Nisreen Amro; 
and thePontifical Mission 
Regional Director, Mr. Joseph 
Hazboun, the Pontifical Mission 
Education and Cultural Center 
(PMECC) was officially re-
opened to the public. The 
center’s interior was remodeled 
to provide spacious and modern 
facilities that meet the needs of 
its growing programs including 
an extensive array of afterschool 
academic support programs, 
educational children’s activities 
in addition to classes for women 
which reaches around 5,000 
people annually. In addition, 
the PMECC launched its first 
reading competition in 2019 
to encourage reading among 
school children, hoping it will 
become an annual competition 
attracting more children every 
year.
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New smart projectors at the Cremisan 
Salesian Sisters School

New smart projectors at the Cremisan 
Salesian Sisters School
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No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 Al Liqa Center Bethlehem Support the operations of the Center $7,500.00
2 Al-Ahli Arab Hospital Gaza Provide photovoltaic solar panels & minor repairs $71,000.00
3 Archbishop Maximos Salloum Scout Group Jaffa of N. Enhancing the protection measures at the GK $8,200.00
3 Associazione Pro Terra Santa Bethlehem Home renovations for poor families $102,850.00
4 Christian based institutions Bethlehem Improve sustainability through solar pannels $144,412.00
5 Christian Schools in the Old City Jerusalem Support the schools in the Old City $10,797.00
6 Daughters of Charity, Creche Bethlehem Replaing the old laundry machines $36,474.00
7 Daughters of St. Anne Bethlehem Provide new furniture for six rooms $5,686.00
8 Ephpheta Paul VI Institute for Hearing Impaired Bethlehem Support the pre-school program $20,000.00
9 Franciscan Sisters School Jericho Provide computers and projectors for the classrooms $5,700.00

10 Greek Melkite Catholic Archbishop Haifa Subsidize the pastoral activities $15,000.00
11 Greek Melkite Catholic Parish Sakhnin Subsidize the pastoral activities $5,000.00
12 Greek Melkite Catholic Parish Ibillin Subsidize the pastoral activities $2,500.00
13 Greek Melkite Catholic School Beit Sahour Purchase furniture for the school $8,050.00
14 Greek Orthodox School Taybeh Provide smartboards and improve play area $8,500.00
15 House of Grace Haifa Support the mission of the House $30,000.00
16 Maison du Sacre Coeur Haifa Provide equipment and medical supplies $11,662.00
17 Near East Council of Churches Gaza Rehabilitation works at the Brotherhood Park $12,724.00
18 PM Cultural & Educational Center Bethlehem Remodeling the PMECC premises $116,937.00
19 Rosary Sisters School Gaza Furnish the newly constructed classrooms $14,250.00
20 Salesian Sisters School Beit Jala Provide smart LCDs and laptops $8,604.32
21 Schmidt's School Jerusalem Improve the security at the school entrance $2,000.00
22 St. Joseph Center, Dominican Sisters Nursery Bethlehem Rehabilitate the enatrance $4,550.02
23 St. Joseph Girls School Bethlehem Imrpove the learning environment for children $7,000.00
24 St. Nicholas Home Charitable Society Beit Jala Purchase and install furniture for the elderly $13,000.00
25 St. Yves Society Jerusalem Upgrade the servers $3,600.00
26 YMCA Gaza Provide photovoltaic solar panels $46,680.00

TOTAL $722,676.34

Improve access to better public facilities 

Marie Doty Park
facility maintenance 

& children’s activities

Marie Doty Park
facility maintenance 

& children’s activities

New smart projectors at the Cremisan 
Salesian Sisters School

New smart projectors at the Cremisan 
Salesian Sisters School

23



Pastoral Programs
In past few decades, Palestinian Christians have increasingly emigrated from 

the Holy Land. Churches and local humanitarian aid organizations have debated 
on the need to fight emigration rates by offering housing and employment 
opportunities for Christian families as a possible solution. However, over 
several generations it was found that Christian families who were financially or 
economically stable still emigrated abroad. The rising number of emigration rates 
throughout the Holy Land has created a need to find immediate solutions to the 
problem. 

Christian leaders reflected on the root cause for Christian emigration in the 
Holy Land and discovered that it is the absence of the ‘sense of belonging’ to the 
Land of Jesus and preserve the Christian presence. Therefore, a new approach was 
needed to create a solid foundation – a sense of belonging for the new generation.

PMP’s pastoral program aims to develop the sense of belonging among young 
people in the Palestinian Christian community in Palestine and in Israel. The 
program aims to provide financial support for children and youth programs at 
Churches and parishes, monasteries and seminaries, Christian youth centers, and 
the Christian scout movement. PMP’s pastoral program specifically supports 
programs including catechetical programs and Sunday School programs, Bible 
summer camps for children and youth, an annual Bible competition as well as the 
Christian Scout movement. The program also supports rehabilitation projects on 
Churches and parishes.

In 2019, the pastoral program allocated USD 545,927 in donor contributions 
for 39 projects in Israel and Palestine. Projects implemented in Israel including 
the cities and villages of Kufr Yassif, Tel Aviv, Nazareth, Kafr Smei’, Jaffa and 
Ramleh; and in Palestine, including East Jerusalem, and various areas of Ramallah, 
Bethlehem and Gaza.
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Case Study:
St. Catherine’s Church in Bethlehem 

Every year, Fr. Emad Kamel, the vice parish priest of St. Catherine’s Church in Bethlehem and the 
parishioners, have strived towards the enrichment of children’s education and knowledge of the 
Bible through the Church’s annual Bible Summer Camp program.
This year, PMP has provided a grant to ensure that 370 children from the Bethlehem area have 
an exciting, enjoyable camp experience. During the 2019 summer camp, children listened to Bible 
stories, sing hymns and songs, participate in theater and a kitchen lab as well as partake in other 
activities like field trips, swimming and dance.

Children participate at the annual Bible 
smmer camp program in Bethlehem

Children participate at the annual Bible 
smmer camp program in Bethlehem
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Case Study:
Youth of Jesus’ Homeland

The Youth of Jesus’s Homeland are five annual Bible summer camps that consists of ten parishes 
spread across Jerusalem and the West Bank. These summer camps have been organized over several 
years and usually benefit around 500 children and youth of various age groups (6-35 years old). With 
support from CNEWA in 2019, five summer camp programs were launched, packed with activities, 
games, field trips to holy sites and discussions to help youth reconnect with the Gospel.
PMP project coordinator Abeer Atallah visited one of the summer camps that hosted 80 Christian 
youth for 4 days in Jabal Nijme in Birzeit, and witnessed the great work the activities had on children 
and youth, helping them to reconnect with the Gospel and deepen their faith.

Youth of Jesus Homeland, 
summer camp activity program

Youth of Jesus Homeland
summer camp activity program
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Case Study:
West Bank Bible Competition

With the support of the Churches and the Christian community leaders, the PMP launched the first 
Bible competition through the schools in the West Bank to encourage the youth to read the Bible. 
This effort was expanded from the Bible Competition that was held in Israel, which began two years 
ago.

Bible Competition 
award ceremony

Bible Competition 
award ceremony
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Bible Summer Camp - JaffaBible Summer Camp - Jaffa

Multi-national Catholic community
Bble summer camp

Multi-national Catholic community
Bble summer camp28



No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 A Bridge to the Holy Land Jerusalem Training for catechism teachers at schools $9,000.00
2 AFKAR for Educational & Cultural Development Ramallah Research on Christian history in Palestinian curricula $8,612.00
4 Committee of the Byzantine Church Committee Kufr Smei' Provide support for the tiling works at the church $16,838.87

10 Greek Melkite Catholic Patriarchate Jerusalem Support the pastoral summer camp $5,000.00
11 Holy Family Church Gaza Support the pastoral summer camp $13,312.57
12 International Christian Committee in Israel Nazareth Young interfaith and leadership program $15,750.00
13 Youth of Jesus Homeland Beit Sahour Subsidize the summer camp program $35,000.00
14 John Paul II Foundation Bethlehem Bible Summer Camps $3,000.00
15 Latin Church Jaffa of N. Support Bible Summer camp programs $5,000.00
16 Latin Parish of St. Catherine Bethlehem Support the catechism program & Summer Camp $32,500.00
17 Latin Parish of St. James & St. Saviour Jerusalem Support the youth pastoral ministry $11,700.00
18 Latin Parish of St. Nicodemus Ramleh Support the catechism program $6,166.58
19 Latin Parish of the Holy Family Ramallah Support the pastoral activities $4,340.00
20 Latin Parish of the Holy Family Gaza Support the Oratorio program $35,000.00
22 Maronite Archdiocese of Haifa & the Holy Land Haifa Support the pastoral programs at 7 parishes $30,000.00
25 Sabeel Ecumenical Center Jerusalem Subsidize the youth Bible study groups $10,000.00
26 Salesian Sisters, Cremisan Beit Jala Bible Summer Camps $4,050.00
27 Salt of the Earth Association Jenin Support the youth pastoral ministry activities $5,000.00
28 Sons of the Earth Association Beit Jala Subsidize the Bible competition program $26,160.00
29 St. Anthony Parish Jaffa Support the youth pastoral ministry activities $4,000.00
30 St. George Orthodox Church Kfar Yassif Support Bible Summer camp programs $5,000.00
31 St. George Parish Church Kfar Yassif Provide a new sound system for the church $30,000.00
32 St. James Parish, Beit Hanina Jerusalem Support the Bible competition and activities $4,610.00
33 St. James Vicariate for hebrew speaking catholics Tel Aviv Support the pastoral activities $70,000.00
34 St. Joseph Sisters Convent Ramallah Repair cracks in convent rooms $3,500.00
35 St. Thomas Acquinas Catholic Center Gaza Subsidize the theology educational center $5,000.00
37 The Annunciation Family Club Nazareth Subsidize the Bible competition program $35,000.00
38 YMCA Gaza Support the sumemr camp program $5,000.00
39 Youth of Jesus Homeland Ramallah Subsidize the Bible Expo program $15,000.00

TOTAL $453,540.02

Pastoral Programs

Latin Parish - JerusalemLatin Parish - Jerusalem
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Emergency Aid & Relief- Healthcare Sector
Emergency assistance program usually provides funds to help mediate an emergency 

crisis. In 2019, the PMP recognized and prioritized healthcare sector, allocating donor 
funds to support healthcare partners in Gaza and in Bethlehem. – NECC Mother and Child 
Clinics, Al-Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza and Al-Musinneen Elderly Care Center and Beit 
Sahour Cooperative in Bethlehem.

PMP provided a total of USD 220,120, that supported medical patients and the elderly.

During 2019, PMP collaborated with Al-Ahli Arab Hospital to provide medical 
treatment, medicine and food through  a malnourishment program to help alleviate child 
malnourishment in children; a health care fund for the poor and elderly by covering medical 
expenses and healthcare costs as well as diagnostic care for women at risk of breast cancer.

Through local partner Near East Council of Churches (NECC) Mother and Child Clinics, 
psychosocial service program including individual and group counseling was offered to 
at-risk children and adults. ‘Open days’ or a family day-out were also offered for patients 
as well as staff and VTC students of 
NECC. 

Through local partners in Bethlehem 
- Al-Musinneen Elderly Care Center and 
Beit Sahour Cooperative in Bethlehem, 
mothers and children were provided 
with medicine and covered medical 
expenses in addition to rehabilitating a 
storage room at the elderly care center.

Meeting with NECC Director in Gaza
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No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 Al-Ahli Arab Hospital Gaza Support the malnourished children program $132,880.00
2 Al-Ahli Arab Hospital Gaza Medical care for poor & elderly Christians $22,627.00
3 Al-Ahli Arab Hospital Gaza Provide diagnostic services for high risk breast cancer $21,912.66
4 Al-Musinneen Elderly Care Center Beit Sahour Renovate the storage room $3,500.00
5 Beit Sahour Cooperative Beit Sahour Helath monitoring for pregnant mothers $20,000.00
6 NECC Gaza Psychosocial support program for children & mothers $19,200.00

TOTAL $220,119.66

Health Care assistance

Meeting with Ahli Hospital Director

Visiting with the Rosary School 
Principal, Sr. Nabila

Visiting with the Leaders 
of the Scout Troops in Gaza

Meeting with 
the Latin Parish

Meeting with 
the Latin Parish
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Subsidized Institutions
PMP maintains its commitment to support three public institutions in the health and 

education sectors: Near East Council of Churches Mother and Child Clinics (NECC) in 
Gaza, Pope Paul VI Ephpheta Institute for the Deaf in Bethlehem, and the Pontifical Mission 
Educational and Cultural Center (PMECC), also in Bethlehem.

Paul VI Ephpheta Institute, Bethlehem

There are only 12 institutions for deaf persons in the Palestinian territories where most of 
these schools are in the northern district and provide a formal education for children up to 
the age of 14 years old; Ephpheta is operated by the Sisters of Saint Dorothy and is the only 
school that allows students to continue their formal education to the 12th grade. Ephpheta’s 
staff are comprised of 13 speech therapists, audiologists, social workers as well as 50 teachers 
trained in the field of oral deaf education and auditory-verbal therapy, provide 185 deaf 
students with a valuable education for life. The school also provides support programs for 
parents and family members of the deaf where they have access to counseling services, 
advocacy training and guidance in related health and other issues on how to raise a deaf 
child. Moreover, Ephpheta also provides boarding for 23 students who come from areas 
beyond Bethlehem where access is severely restricted by checkpoints and other road blocks 
that make traveling to and from school extremely difficult. In 2019, CNEWA supported 
the operating costs of the Ephpheta Institute which covered employee salaries for the year, 
minor maintenance work and upkeep of facilities.

PM Educational & Cultural Center, Bethlehem

Bethlehem Governorate serving a population of over 220,000 people, with over 20,000 
refugees living in three refugee camps: Dheisheh, Aida and Beit Jibrin. There are around 
170 public and private schools operating in the Governorate. With such a large, young 
population, there are no school libraries and only a few public libraries available for students.
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No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 Ephpheta Paul VI Institute Bethlehem Subsidize the School's operations $140,000.00
2 Near East Council of Churches Gaza Subsidize the Clinics' operations $45,000.00
3 PM Educational & Cultural Center Bethlehem Subsidize the Center's operations $52,000.00

TOTAL $237,000.00

Subsidized Institutions

The Pontifical Mission Educational and Cultural Center (PMECC) was established in 1970 
as a small library to cater to all children and youth who lacked access to a library, whether in 
their school or the public library. The Sisters and with the support of its team, created after-
school programs and a summer camp program for children and youth that uses ‘hands-on 
learning approach’ and tools in its programs which help school-aged children and youth to 
learn better. Children and youth can sign up for guitar lessons, creative writing, educational 
games competitions, film-viewings and discussion sessions, among other activities. In the 
summer, children and youth can participate in fun and interactive activities with peers 
through the summer camp program. For parents – especially working parents, the center’s 
programs are both educational and free, which lifts the burden of finding quality programs 
and paying a fee which many parents cannot afford. 

NECC Mother and Child Clinics, Gaza

The lack of a national healthcare system and lack of health insurance in Gaza puts 2 
million Gaza residents at risk. NECC Mother and Child Clinics is part of a network of 
Gaza’s non-government organizations and medical institutions that provide free healthcare 
and wellbeing programs; NECC specifically targets mothers and their children (especially 
those that are non-refugee and ineligible for medical insurance by the UNWRA) and are 
often denied access to healthcare due to their non-refugee status. Medical prevention and 
care at NECC include prenatal and antenatal care are provided annually, including home 
follow-up visits, dental and access to educational workshops, which require donor funding 
annually.

33



Commemorating 70 years of serviceCommemorating 70 years of service

34



35



In September 2019, PMP organized a 
conference to discuss the gaps in the 

Palestinian Curricula

In September 2019, PMP organized a 
conference to discuss the gaps in the 

Palestinian Curricula
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PMECC educational summer campPMECC educational summer camp

38



No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 Al-Ahliyah Latin Patriarchate School Ramallah Designated gift $2,445.00
2 Bethlehem University Bethlehem Designated gift $16,490.00
3 Congregation of the Rosary Sisters Jerusalem Designated gift $525.00
4 Daughters of Charity, St. Vincent de Paul Jerusalem Designated gift $500.00
5 Greek Melkite Catholic School Ramallah Designated gift $2,248.00
6 Latin Parish of the Holy Family Gaza Emergency support $7,000.00
7 National Society for the Visually Handicapped Beit Jala Designated gift $450.00
8 Our Lady of Sorrows Elderly Home Jerusalem Designated gift $1,574.00
9 Rosary Sisters School Gaza Designated gift $500.00

10 Sisters of Our Divine Saviour Jerusalem Designated gift $2,097.00
11 St. Joseph Secondary School Ramallah Designated gift $3,494.00
12 St. Vincent de Paul Society Jerusalem Designated gift $27,978.00

TOTAL $65,301.00

Designated gifts

No. Partner Institutiuon Location Subject Total
1 Bethlehem University Bethlehem Support needy students and nursing school $16,500.00
2 Medical Students Beit Sahour Scholarship Fund $11,000.00
3 Gaza Christian University Students Gaza Scholarship fund $44,710.00

TOTAL $72,210.00

Scholarships for needy students

Enhancing the Bethlehem University
Science Lab

Enhancing the Bethlehem University
Science Lab
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Donors & Benefactors
 
 In addition to CNEWA, PMP is grateful to partner donors and benefactors who 
continue to support our work in the Holy Land. Without your generosity and continued 
support, our work would not be possible. Thank you! 

• Archdiocese of Stockhom

• Children’s Relief Bethlehem

• Embrace the Middle East

• Friends of the Holy Land, UK

• Frank Deiters

• Grand Magisterium

• Kindermissionswerk

• Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, Holland

• Manos Unidas

• Misereor

• Open Doors

• Porticus
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PMP Jerusalem Office Team

Briefing HQ in NY on the situation

Conference on Palestinian Curricula

CNEWA Family International Directors

Dutch Lietenancy 
evaluation visit

Visit of the Lieutenant of 
the Dutch Lietenancy 

Visit of HE, 
Cardinal Sandri

His Eminence, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, 
Prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches
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